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Saturday Cinema: 
Monkey Girl 


starring Federico Solaro, Anna Ferri 
An Italian explorer falls in love with : 
girl who has lived with monk 


eys he 
whole life. But when they return tc 
ara e eam ta Rome local Mafia bosses plan to use the 
Wiad tr E ta nda girl’s abilities to steal some diamonds. 
produced made him return to Euro} 


Antonio Verdeschi 





se: FEDERICO SOLARO 

Ebert ANNA FERRI 
CL AN AA NN. > 

attempted to break out en DONG ur. TINO SCOTTI 

had hated whilst in America. Sophia Verdeschi..........V ALERIA MORRO 

Although’ he ‘co-produced many / Luigi Bigagli......... »-....SERGIO VILLA 

movies, his first sole productio ff Roberto Bigagli. GUIDO TOGNAZZI 

Christophe Gowans, an old fi Carlo Dorelli.. „PAULO TAMBERLANI 

bank, was “La Fille Poisson’, ( ` 

Girl"), a strange tale about a gis Screenplay by CHRISTOPHE cx WANS 

r id saved by a small-time Produced/dire: ted by Yves Hor LANDE 

her on a crime spree. Having enou (Black and white, subtitles) Films: page 15 

the girl (played by Océane - a little (First showing on British television) © 

actress whose career never rea' 

attempts to get back to the water | 


4.10 
Rife On Earth 


with Isla St Clair 


Series foc ing 

and « $ ocusing on the destru tive 
moving around | nature of Man. Een 
bg md , 1: The Savage Ape 
was Feb Ce. wo had Mons A look at Man's disposition for violence 
after Fish Girt, Rabbit Girl “e Doctor as evidenced by the behaviour o 

i r f his 
En Lizard for children’s em selves early ancestors 


reat. 
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following the divorce and settled in a small cottage on 
the Welsh border with her young daughter. Desperate 
for any kind of work ( olleen contacted as many people 
from her newspaper days as possible and it was through 
a friend of a friend that she was asked if she would like 
to outline a series of girl detective novels for a teenage 
audience. The only sticking point was that the books were 
to be set in Italy. It seems the Italian publisher wanted 
to use the fact the books were being written by a British 
author as a selling point - after all, British authors were 
responsible for Sherlock Holmes and James Bond so why 
not a modern young heroine for the modern Sixties? The 
publisher had only one condition - the girl’ s name had to 
be Prudence - it seems his knowledge of English rendered 
the double meaning of “careful” as witty! 

Unfamiliar with Italy, Colleen had a brain wave that 
the first adventure could take place in London, which she 
knew only too well. She took a trip back to the capital city 
after some two years away and was amazed at what she 
found on Carnaby Street. She began writing on the train 
journey back home and Fancy Pru was born. “I modelled 
her on one particular girl I watched in a coffee shop in 
Carnaby Street,” said Colleen years later. “She seemed so 
aloof, so cool as she carefully sipped her drink but then 
there was some sort of commotion and in a flash of legs 
and hair she was gone - out into the street with her friends, 
and I thought to myself, that's Prudence! Careful and wise 
when on a case but impulsive and devil-may-care when 
she wants to be.” 

The Italian publisher was delighted with the first 
draft and commissioned another three stories almost 
immediately. Still trying to avoid exposing her lack of 

knowledge regarding Italy, Colleen then hit on the idea 
of asking her friends if they knew any Italians and in this 
way she met her second husband. A freelance graphic 
designer, Antonio Stefano (*Ant' to his friends), fell in 
love with Colleen and when he asked her to come away 
with him to Milan he insisted Colleen's daughter came 
along too. Having only ever spoken on the telephone to 
publisher Gennaro Fiondella, Colleen describes their first 


oy glean you would expect from a well-off 
man”. 


‘The first books were published later in the year and 
‘bestsellers. Antonio provided the books’ 


AFRICA TELE 


“ only delve into the past, never dive. My forays are short 
robberies; I grab, snatch, fill my pockets and then run back, 
lest IT get caught. Or trapped. Once safely home T turn out my 
haul into my “Macintosh and push and pull it, tightly stretching 
the sounds over the rhythms from my antique collection of 
drum boxes... 


"Yesterday “I captured a torch-lit night hunt; °Watched giraffes 
in silhouette against a Serengeti sunset; ‘I heard kalimbas 
played by drunk “Italians, felt the movement of shadowy jungle 
animals and the suffocating heat haze through which lions 
playfully mauled their trainer...” 


~ The Lofield Fox 
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